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This Wurlitzer Mandolin
PianOrchestra Style 12, circa 1915,
is part of the MBSI collection
that will be included on a visit to
American Treasure Tour as part of
this year’s annual meeting.

This majestic machine is domi-
nated by a “wonder light” creating
a beautiful tail for the peacock in
front of it.

This machine cost $5,000 to
purchase brand new. That was
more than the price of an average
house at the time.

Only 61 machines of this design
were produced. The exteriors were
made at the Wurlitzer factory in
North Tonawanda, NY, while the
interior mechanisms were made by
Phillips of Germany. The machine
is 8-feet 6-inches high and weighs
1,500 pounds.

More details about the annual
meeting are available on Page 16 of
this issue. Photo by Bob Caletti.
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What was old is new again

Baroque Orchestra of New Jersey
and Music Box Series return to the Morris Museum

By Jere Ryder

Nov. 14 and Nov. 16, 2025

It was with pleasure and a near
capacity audience that the Baroque
Orchestra of New Jersey (BONJ)
returned to the Morris Museum for its
second musical box-inspired program
series. Maestro Robert Butts led a
28-piece orchestra, a master pianist
and six operatic singers.

The opening note in the BONJ
musical box series, on Nov. 16, 2024,
focused on Madama Butterfly and the
“Puccini” musical box in the Murtogh
D. Guinness Collection. The event
was detailed in a New York Times
article and also documented by a
television program called State of the
Arts NJ (stateoftheartsnj.com/video/
puccinis-music-box).

This second season series delved
into the music of Giuseppe Verdi,
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The first performance featured a Nicole Fréres cylinder box featuring eight tunes
that was made circa 1862.

10 MECHANICAL MUSIC March/April 2026







